
 

Important Information 

Plot 
Isabella lives in a small village on the isolated island of Joya, 

where she dreams of faraway lands. When Isa's best friend, the 

Governor's daughter goes missing into the island's Forgotten 

Territories, she joins the treacherous search party disguised as a 

boy, to help find her. 

Themes 
Relationships, friendship, family, bravery, courage and gender 

equality. 

Setting 
A small village on the island of Joya. 

Characters 
Isabella A young 13-year-old, courageous girl—the 

protagonist. 

Governor He has ruled over the island for 30 years 
and is very strict. 

Lupe The governor’s daughter and Isabella’s 

best friend. She goes missing and her 
father organises a hunt for her. 

Pablo A stable boy and family friend of Isabella 

and Da. Son of Masha. Very protective. 

Da Isabella’s father. Map maker. Imprisoned 

in the Dédalo. 

Masha Mother of Pablo. She is very protective of 
Isabella. 

Key Vocabulary 
banish send (someone) away from a country or place 

as an official punishment 

cartographer a person who creates maps  

labyrinth a complicated irregular network of passages 

or paths in which it is difficult to find one's 

way; a maze  

lair a place where a wild animal, especially a 

fierce or dangerous one, lives  

oath A solemn promise  

orchard a piece of enclosed land planted with fruit 

trees  

raven a large heavily built crow with mainly black 

plumage  

satchel bag carried on the shoulder by a long strap, 

closed by a flap  

territory an area of land under the jurisdiction of a 

ruler 
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Quotes 
Each of us carries the map of our 

lives on our skin, in the way we 

walk, even in the way we grow, 

Da would often say. See here, 

how my blood runs not blue at 

my wrist, but black? Your 

mother always said it was ink. I 

am a cartographer through to 

my heart.’ 

 

They say the day the Governor 

arrived, the ravens did too. 

 

Stars are the earliest maps, the 

most precise. 
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Context  

The text conforms to that of magic realism, a genre of writing that creates a real world, but 

adds magical elements to it. The writer has family all around the world and in her 

acknowledgements, she explains how they have provided her with inspiration for her stories. It 

seems that Hargrave has been influenced by Greek mythology, which often told of powerful 

beings and deadly monsters. One famous story is ‘Theseus and the Minotaur’, which is alluded 

to in the turning point of the story when Isabella and Lupe are trapped in the Labyrinth. 
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